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of which depend on the regency, highly involved
in the plot which occasioned the failure of the
Brest expedition ? How can it be otherwise ?
The sovereign council is only in possession of an
imaginary authority. It is the burgomasters, who
are annually changed ; or even the president of
the burgomasters, who is changed once in three
months; or rather, in fine, such among the burgo-
masters as gain some influence of understanding
or character over the others, who issue those
orders that direct the important vote of the city
of Amsterdam, in the Assembly of the States.
When we recollect that the college of sheriffs,
old and new, from which the burgomasters are
elected, contains a great number of English
partisans, and depends in some manner on the
Stadtholder, who chooses those sheriffs, I know
not how we can depend upon the future system
of that city.

It is for such reasons that I cannot under-
stand why it should not be for our interest to
bring these disputes to a conclusion, if we do not
wish to annul the Stadtholdership, which cannot
be annulled without giving birth to foreign andRussia?
